Uranium Mining … A Threat to our Environment!

Our community in the Mississippi Valley…

U.S. and Canadian companies are actively exploring and developing uranium mining interests in our area of Ontario!  Hundreds of claims have been staked by prospectors during 2006-07 on privately owned land and traditional territory of Ardoch Algonquin First Nations around Crotch Lake, Ompah, Snow Road, Oso and Lavant. The company is in the process of starting up drilling for core samples and established a work camp about 5 KM south of Snow Road on Hwy 509.  

This is all happening … now! 

What you need to know about the lack of property owners’ rights…

You should know that surface rights and mineral rights can be owned separately on a piece of property in Ontario. For those who do not own mineral rights, the Mining Act of Ontario allows a mining company to legally explore, and lease mineral rights on your property. If a claim is staked on your land, there may be little you can do about it!  Landowners must watch while property values fall, life styles are jeopardized and sustainable industries like recreation and tourism can disappear. Should a decision be made to develop a mine, you will most likely be obligated to sell your land.

What you need to know about exploration…
The exploration process itself can create an environmental mess … the Mining Act allows surface stripping of large areas, and the removal of 1000 tons of material. And, the mining company is not required to fix this! 

Exploration for uranium can cause health risks to communities, especially those that already have high background levels of radiation. Taking rock samples can stir up uranium. Once exposed to air and moisture, the composition changes-radioactive dust particles can spread by water and air. When drilling occurs, there is a real possibility that the exploration will disturb underground uranium deposits and mobilize it into aquifers. It is concerning that there is no requirement by federal or provincial legislation to monitor exploration for uranium.

What you need to know about mining…
If exploration leads to an operational mine, large amounts of ore have to be mined. Uranium ore is crushed and leached, often using sulphuric acid to extract uranium from the ore. Often the uranium content is less than 0.2%. The uranium sludge or tailings contain 85% of the initial radioactive ore. The tailings are normally dumped in a special pond or piles. However, over time these ponds have been known to fail and can leach contaminants into groundwater, aquifers, lakes and rivers and cause extensive and dangerous levels of pollution far downstream from the source. Mining and processes of uranium near Crotch Lake is of particular concern since a spill could pollute the Mississippi River watershed. 

The records expose the truth…

Research shows a number of cases where mining companies have walked away from uranium mines or processing facilities leaving a mess for the province to clean up. 

Near Madoc, an abandoned mineral processing facility has polluted the Moira River and will cost the Ontario an expected $50M before cleanup is completed! Similar cases have been reported in Saskatchewan, where $30M in federal money has already been spent cleaning up after uranium mining companies. Nova Scotia has enacted a moratorium against uranium mining due to the poor environmental record of mining companies. 

Exploring for and mining of uranium is simply NOT worth the risk! 

Exploration for uranium should be banned as its only products are conflict over land use and environmental destruction from road-building, seismic testing, trenching, and drilling.

The mining, processing, and use of uranium produce wastes that are deathly perilous to humans and to all life on Earth, for up to hundreds of thousands of years, and that are impossible to manage safely and securely.

What can you do?

Mississippi Valley Uranium Alert is a group of concerned citizens who want to prevent a potential environmental disaster in the Mississippi and surrounding watersheds and to call for a moratorium against uranium exploration and mining in Ontario.

